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By STEVEN V. ROBERTS
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 12— In an ef-
fort to head off a defeat for President
Reagan, two of his supporters on Capi-
tol Hill suggested compromise pro-
posals today that would combine
United States aid to the Nicaraguan
rebels with a stronger push for a ne-
gotiated settlement in Central Amer-
ica.

Senator Bob Dole, Republican of
Kansas, the majority leader, conveyed
the “general direction” of these and
other potential compromises today to
Donald T. Regan, the White House
chief of staff, according to a spokes-
man for the Senator. Mr. Dole reiter-
ated his belief that without a compro-
mise the President’s push to aid the
Nicaraguan insurgents would probably
be rejected in Congress next week, the
spokesman added.

Under both proposals, the Adminis-
tration would receive the $100 million
requested by Mr. Reagan for the
rebels, known as contras. At the same
time, the President would agree to pur-
sue negotiations with the Nicaraguan
Government. If the talks made
progress, the aid to the insurgents
jwould be delayed or withheld.

Larry Speakes, the President’s chief
spokesman, said later that the Presi-
dent was willing to listen to proposed
!compromises but that he still stood be-
‘hind his request for $100 million in aid.

‘The Best Way to Go’

‘‘He thinks that’s the best way to go,””
Mr. Speakes said. *‘He doesn’t want'
any halfway measures. They haven’t:
worked before and they haven’t worked
now.'’

But the President, seemingly in a
gesture of flexibility, held open the pos-
sibility that his newly named special.
envoy for Central America, Philip C.
Habib, might contact Nicaraguan Gov-
ernment leaders in the course of his
. mission to the region.

‘“There has to be-one last cl‘ear]
chance for negotiations,” said Repre-
sentative Ike Skelton, Democrat of
‘Missouri, who drafted one of the com-
promise plans. He said the failure of
‘the Administration to pursue a peace-
ful settlement with the Sandinistas was
the ‘‘biggest complaint’’ voiced by law-
makers about the President’s policy.

It was not clear tonight, however,
whether the plans advanced by Mr.
Skelton and Senator Richard G. Lugar,
an Indiana Republican, would sway
enough votes to carry the day for the
President. Several lawmakers said the

. plans gave too much leeway to the Ad-
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ministration and amounted to little
more than a ‘‘fig leaf,”” as Senator Jim
Sasser, Democrat of Tennessee, put it.

‘““There has to be some control of the
funds,” said Senator Carl Levin,
Democrat of Michigan. ‘“‘Otherwise
we’'re giving the President a blank
check.”’

Ridiculous, Reagan Says

Meanwhile, President Reagan
strongly denied that his Administration
had avoided talks with the Sandinistas.

At a White House meeting marking the
departure of Mr. Habib, Mr. Reagan

'said his critics ‘‘have been making
ridiculous noises for a long time and
this is one of the most ridiculous.”

As talk of compromise increased on
Cagitgl Hill, Administration_ollicials
tried to calm fears that their aid pro-

sal would also aﬁow the President to
ta? secret Iungs con§ro!!§ by the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency to at% the con-
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On a related 1ssue, the House intelli-
geNnceé co
secret session today about legislation
tha

to_get Congressional approval for its
Angolan o ra}ion. Representative Lee
H. ilton of Indi irma

an
0 comunitiee and the author of the
Bill, said that major forei i1C
T85ues, such as Ameri ent

a, ouﬁht to be reviewed ‘‘by all
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’memgérs ot Congress, and just a
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At the White House, President Rea-
gan left open the possibility that Mr.
Habib, his special envoy, might ven-
ture to Managua, although that stop is
not now on his schedule. Speaking of

- such a possibility, the President said,
*“If there was any benefit and that pre-
sented an opportunity, [ am sure that

"he would.””
© “Itrust in his judgment,” Mr. Rea-

million in nonlethal. aid to the rebels

last year, they s i

of C.LLA. mone

briefing of the Senate Armed Services
Committee t&lag that the Democrais’
interpretation of the Administration’s
proposal was not correct, according to

a lawmaker who was present. Lawvers
for the Senate Select Eommittee on in-
teﬁl ence also believe that the funds
woul% not be release':?ll a spokesman Jor
the panel said.

But Senator Dave Durenberger, Re-
.mbhcan of Minnesota, who Eezs tEe
intelligence committee, said in an in-
IWLSPMJ,__'

cerned about the Administration’s use

nonev, but_some House
Democrats have argued that this ban
VEuldbe epdedby te Presidears i
C.LA. officials said at a closed-door

gan added. “If anything comes up that
would show there might be a prospect
.for any profit in doing that, I am sure
he would make that decision.”

On the negotiations issue, Represent-

‘ative Skelton outlined his preposal in a
| letter to President Reagan. Under this
‘plan, $30 million in humanitarian
-assistance would be sent immediately
to the rebels; $70 million in military aid
would be withheld for 90 days while the
Administration tried to revive negotia-
tions with the Sandinistas.

At the end of that period, the military
aid would be released ‘‘should the ne-
gotiations fail,'” Mr. Skelton wrote.
Evaluation of the outcome of the talks
would be left to the Administration, the
Missouri Democrat said, but officials
would have to defend their judgment
before key Congressional committees.

of C.L.A, Tunds in Central America and

ther regions. Recently, the White

%ouse brushed aside Con r&esionql gb-

jections and decided to send $15 miliion

in secret aid to rebels lighting the Gov-
ernment of Angola.

Want to ‘Tighten Up’
“We’ oing to go after the contin-

said. He added that many lawmakers
would like to tighten up’’ Congres-
jonal CONtrol ot fﬂe secret 'm Eui a
ommittee spokesman said that no spe-
cific leg;slagmn Riad yet been arafted.
nder law, the jpistr is re-
uired to inform the intelligence -

mittees in both houses of any pians tlo
Jinance covert operatigns, The panels

can exgr&ss objections to the glans: but

The plan advanced by Senator Lugar
is similar. The $100 million in aid would
be released immediately and the San-
dinistas would be urged to hold elec-
tions and stop aiding leftist rebels in El
Salvador.

The aid to the contras would be sus-
pended if the Sandinistas accepted
these conditions, according to Mark
Helmke, Mr: Lugar’s spokesman.
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